
 

Pear Tree Life Cycle 
 
 
1. Seed.  The seeds is scattered by wind or animals. They are dispersed. Some find 

their way into soil and compost. 
 
2. Germination. When the weather is right and there is enough (but not too much) 

water the seed begins to germinate.  What three things does a seed need to 
germinate? 

 
3. Seedling.  The plant begins to grow its first leaves and stems.  The plant is still 

fragile at this time. 
 
4. Juvenile.  The plant grows very quickly, putting on new leaves, stems and 

branches. 
 
5. Flowering.  Growth slows as the plant begins to produce flowers.  Flowering can 

be triggered by the time of year or the weather, particularly temperature.   
 
6. Pollination.   Pollen grains are taken form flower to flower by bees and other flying 

insects.  This mixing of pollen is known as pollination. 
  
7. Fruiting.  After a flower has been pollinated, the flower grows into a seed and fruit. 
 
8. Dispersal.  Animals (including us) eat the fruit, taking the seeds away from the 

pear tree. 
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Horse Chestnut Tree 
 

1. Seed.  The seeds is scattered by animals. They are dispersed. Some find their way 
into soil and compost. 

 
2. Germination. When the weather is right and there is enough (but not too much!) 

water the seed begins to germinate.  What three things does a seed need to 
germinate? 

 
3. Seedling.  The plant begins to grow it’s first leaves and stems.  The plant is still 

fragile at this time. 
 

4. Juvenile.  The plant grows very quickly, putting on new leaves, stems and 
branches. 

 
5. Flowering.  Growth slows as the plant begins to produce flowers.  Flowering can be 

triggered by the time of year or the weather, particularly temperature.   
 

6. Pollination.   Pollen grains are taken form flower to flower by bees and other flying 
insects.  This mixing of pollen is known as pollination.  Pollen then fertilises the 
flowers’ carpel. 

 
7. Fruiting.  After a flower has been pollinated, the flower grows into a seed and fruit. 

 
8. Dispersal.  Animals like squirrels eat the seeds, taking the seeds away from the 

parent tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Seed.  The seeds is 
scattered by animals. 
They are dispersed. 
Some find their way 
into soil and compost. 

Germination.  When the 
weather is right and 
there is enough water 
(but not too much) the 
seed begins to 
germinate.   

Seedling.   The plant 
begins to grow its first 
leaves and stems.  The 
plant is still fragile at 
this time. 

Juvenile .  The plant 
grows very quickly, 
putting on new leaves, 
stems and branches. 

Flowering .  Growth 
slows as the plant 
begins to produce 
flowers.  Flowering can 
be triggered by the time 
of year or the weather, 
particularly 
temperature.   

Pollination.    Pollen 
grains are taken form 
flower to flower by bees 
and other flying insects.  
This mixing of pollen is 
known as pollination. 

Fruiting.   After a flower 
has been pollinated, 
the flower grows into a 
seed and fruit. 

Dispersal.   Animals like 
squirrels, take the 
seeds away from the 
chestnut tree and bury 
them. 
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Woodlice 
 

1. Egg.  Woodlice can lay up to 250 eggs.  These are kept in the mother’s ‘pouch’ under 
the front half of her body. 

 
2. Baby in pouch.  Up to 80 of these eggs can hatch.  The babies stay in the mother’s 

pouch for a few days, before making their own way out.  About 20-30 woodlice survive 
to make it out of the pouch. 

 
3. First moult.  As a woodlouse grows, its shell-like plates become too small for it.  So the 

woodlouse sheds its old plates and grows a new set.  They moult in two stages, the 
back half first.  The back half will look white until the new shell hardens. 

 
4. Second moult.  The front half of the woodlouse moults after the back half. 
 
5. Adult.  A woodlouse is fully grown at two years old. 
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Egg.   Woodlice lay up 
to 250 eggs at a time. 
These are kept in the 
mother’s pouch. 

Baby.   After the eggs 
have hatched, the baby 
woodlice stay in the 
mother’s pouch for 
three days before 
making their own way 
out.  20-30 baby 
woodlice make it safely 
out. 

First Moult. As a 
woodlouse grows its 
hard shell-like plates 
become too small for it.  
So the woodlouse 
sheds its old set and 
grows a new set.  It 
does the back half first.  

Second Moult .  Next, 
the front half of the 
woodlouse moults.  The 
new shell will look white 
before it hardens. 

Adult.  A woodlouse is 
fully grown at 2 years 
old.  They live for 2-4 
years.   
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Labybird 
 
1. Egg.  The eggs are bright yellow and are laid on the underside of leaves.  The hatch 

in about one week. 
 
2. Larva.  This is a ladybird’s ugly stage.  It lasts about one month.  In that time a larva 

will eat 400-500 aphids. 
 

3. Pupa or chrysalis.  The larva protects itself with a hard coat to re-build itself as a 
fully-grown ladybird. 

 
4. Adult.   
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Egg.   The eggs are 
bright yellow and are 
laid on the under side 
of leaves. They take 
about one week to 
hatch. 

Larva.  Ladybird larva 
look quite ugly.  They 
are larva for about one 
month, when they will 
eat 400-500 lice. 

Pupa.   The larva 
protects itself with a 
hard case to re-build 
itself as a fully-grown 
adult. 

Adult.  An adult 
ladybird is brightly 
coloured.  Most 
ladybirds live for one 
year. 
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